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• Working with industry: commercial data 
• Transdisciplinary biosocial genetic 
research 
• Big data and technology 
• What I learned in the last 48 hours 
 
WORKING WITH INDUSTRY 
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               HARVESTING NEW TYPES OF DATA 
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OECD (2009) and VID Human Fertility Database(2010) 
Department of Sociology & Nuffield College 
Department of Sociology & Nuffield College 
Department of Sociology & Nuffield College 
Diminishing returns from repeating 
same approach to study same topics 
 
Is there really no biological or genetic 
basis of fertility and demographic 
behaviour? 
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SMALL AMOUNT 
genetic socio-
environment 
unexplained 
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COHORT AND COUNTRY 
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BRIDGING TWO PARALLEL APPROACHES 
Social (structure, status, network, 
capital)  
Lifestyle (obesity, smoking, stress) 
Socio-
environment 
 
Age at first 
birth 
 
Number of 
children 
 
Infertility 
 
Genetic Risk Location of genetic variants (GWAS) 
 
Higher accuracy: polygenic, GCTA 
 
Gene x 
Environment 
Fertility 
Department of Sociology & Nuffield College 
www.sociogenome.com 
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What I learned in the 
last 48 hours 
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70 year old accountant 70 Year old firefighter? 
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STRONGER BELIEF EMBYRO HUMAN 
BEING, HIGHER NUMBER OF EMBRYOS 
TRANSFERRED 
POLICIES 
ARE 
POLITICAL 
Department of Sociology & Nuffield College ADVISORY WARNING!!!!! 
• Data is the social scientists telescope 
(Tim Holt) & our Haldron Super Collidor 
• Linked data offers possibilities, but also 
dangers (training, complexity) 
• New data efforts should not be at 
expense of strong longitudinal surveys 
 
FINE PRINT: BUT THERE IS A DATA CARTEL 
AND NO ONE HAS ACCESS TO IT 
THERE ARE INCREASED 
INVESTMENTS IN DATA 
LINKAGE 
Will RDCs and Canadian data 
go international? 
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Thank you! 
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